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From:      Tim McClung 

           Chief, Science Plans Branch 

           Office of Science and Technology 

  

Subject:   Upgrade to Automated Sea Ice Concentration Analysis

           Effective XXXXX XX, 201X

On Tuesday XXXXX XX, 201X, the National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) will make a change to the sea ice drift model.  This change will enable new capabilities and restore old ones.

The model system changes are:

1. Read estimated ice edge from sea ice concentration analysis and provide guidance for drift of these points.

2. Provide developer output on 25.4 km resolution grid.

The effect of this change is:

1. Returns to use the original capability of guidance for ice edge drift.  (A fixed file has been used for years.)

2. Developmental output provides improved model verification capability.

3. Developmental output provides basis for improved model intercomparison for development of newer sea ice models.

Data format and delivery will not be affected by this implementation.  Data volume for operational files will become variable, dependent on the number of ice edge points.  It will typically be about 50% larger.

The Ice Concentration analysis products are available on the NCEP Server at

http://www.ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/data/nccf/com/omb/prod/sice.YYYYMMDD
or

ftp://ftp.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/nccf/com/omb/prod/sice.YYYYMMDD
where YYYYMMDD corresponds to the four digit year, two digit month and two digit day.

The data is also available on NOAAPORT with the WMO header XXXXX XXXX

The Environmental Modeling Center (EMC) has a publicly available website which can provide users more information concerning the ice concentration analysis:

    http://polar.ncep.noaa.gov/seaice/
For questions regarding the scientific content of the Sea Ice Drift Model please contact:

Robert Grumbine

NCEP/EMC

Camp Springs, MD 20746

301-763-8000 x7214

Robert.Grumbine@noaa.gov
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